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Introduction

Latvian Geospatial
Information Agency

The aim of the present study is to examine problems in the
standardization of natural feature names and to characterize
the need of expert knowledge in the production of maps.
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Daugava Photo: A. Jansons, 2017. °



Regulations and principles
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Regulations Regarding Geographical Names Information (adopted 10 January
2012) prescribe the procedures for the creation, assigning, approval,
accumulation, publication, use, preservation and protection of geographical
names.

The basic principles for establishing and using correct geographical names are
based on local place name forms. But the local practice varies and we face a
number of problems in the standardization of place names of Latvia. In my
presentation | will discuss some of the problems related to the standardization
of natural feature names.



Some methodological considerations
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To follow up those requirements it is necessary to have access to linguistic,
cartographic as well as geographical expertise. Linguistic expertise involves
thorough knowledge of Latvian and regional variants. Linguistic expertise is
also required for recognizing and standardizing the various elements which
make part of the Latvian place names system.

Cartographic expertise is necessary for understanding the landscape as it is and
its symbolic representation digitally and on paper, whereas geographical
expertise is required for reading the geomorphological distribution of an area.
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Water features (lakes and
water courses) — 10 354 (8%)

Relief features— 5 869 (5%)
Forests—3 188 (3%)
Wetlands— 3 088 (2%)
Meadows — 1 935 (2%)

Hydroorographical features —
1161 (1%)

1. Natural feature names
IN the Place Names Database

NUMBER OF RECORDS BY FEATURE TYPE
126093 in total (data as of July 1, 2018)

named areas meadows
water features 2216 (2 %) 1925 (2 %)
10354 (8 %)

administrative units and
hydroorographical parts of them
features 1340 (1 %)
1161 (1 %)
cemeteries

2501 (2 %) othez populated pll)aces
323 (0 %) 92359 (73 %)

relief features

5869 (5%)
industrial, public ar:\ ,
social features

1769 (1%) —_ A

wetlands

3088 (2 %) 7 -_—

forests
3188 (3 %)
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4627 water courses in the
Place Names Database:

e upe - river: 3489

e strauts- stream: 444
rucis

urga, orga [uo]

valks

e gravis— ditch: 536

e kanals—canal: 83

e atteka—arm of a river,
distributary: 55

e undefined water course: 20

Water course types

A perennial stream or perennial river
IS a stream or river (channel) that has
continuous flow In parts of its stream
bed all year round during years of
normal rainfall. An intermittent
stream flows only for some weeks or
months  each  year,  whereas
ephemeral channels flow only for
hours or days following rainfall.

Natural and artificial, surface and
undergroundwater fluxes normally
cease flowing for weeks.
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— In Latvian

DyuksSupe — in Latgalian

DiukSupe, Dauksupe, Diuskupe, Duksupe, Duksupe,

The compilers of maps and gazetteers of Latvia have to look for the so-
called preferred names for natural feature names. However, it was not

always

Informacija par objektu

clear which names should be preferred.

Paslépt visus slagus

2, Nosaukumi (5)

Latvijas ddens saimniecisko iecirknu klasifikators. - Latvijas Vides agentiira, 2005

Avols: | iz 2005)

Apraksts

P2 Izdrukst
Objekia ID: (_.\ Objekta veids: upe Sagatavotdjs: Zane Cekula
— 0Obj. stavoklis: pastav Sastadiganas datums: 17.05.2005
Pamatnosaukums: DiukSupe Péd. izmaipu datums: 15.06.2015
Pamatnesaukums parbaudits: ¥ (25 09 2012) leraksts parbaudms un apsfiprinats:
Mosaukums lietodanai karté: DiukSupe SatefMkartes lapas nosaukums: MEZVIDI (ID=3533)
Mosaukums Adresu klasifikatora:
Daukiupe
Diuskupe
Nesaukumi: Dyuk3upe (latgaliski)
Duk3upe
Dik3upe
letilpst {ietek) objekta: TilZa (ID=96246)
Administrativa vai teritoridla piederiba: Skaitliskais raksturojums Geografiskds koordinatas
Krigjanu pagasts. Balvu novads, agrak Balvu rajens Wériiba: |18 km Platums: 56.7976{56° 47' 51"} Q

Garums: 27.2833(27° 17 00")
Avots: (15.06.2015)

B . |[Mosaukuma izcelsme || ]
Nosaukums Nosaukuma 1D Nosaukums oficidls [avols] Nosaukums ievadits Nosaukuma forma Fonétisk3 raksfiba Lietosanas bieZums Lietotaju vide = Etimologija un fik
|[valoda [vards ||

Diuksupe 103618 NE

Daukiupe 1759357 [ 15.06.2015

Diugkupe 126872 ME] 07.02.2008

Dyuksupe 199971 NE 05.10.2018

Dukgupe 175858 NE 15.08.2015

Niildina inage7 L1k



Zeps 1984, 119: DyukSupe, I. trib. of Tilza, 21 km, Tilza; DaukSupe,
A75; R DaukSupa & DiukSupa, T126; R Diuskupe, Atl. 1792; R

CE DyvkSupe, WRG; R Duksta, Spis.; R DyukSupja, 1784; P
e, Dywszkapia & Diuszkaupa, 1770.

Information Agency

DiukSupe — in Latvian
Dyuksupe — in Latgalian
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Often geographical features bear
several names and name variants or
different forms of writing. The same
or similar names may also be used
for several geographical features.

In order to ensure a unigue feature
iIdentification,  particularly in
official communication and on
maps, the choice of one particular
name and definite writing form, as
well as its consistent use, Is
required. It shall ensure and grant
official status to the geographical
name.
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Lines of water courses describe the distribution of
water course names

|
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e Each water course which bears a
name 1S marked with a blue line.

« The source of the water course IS
known in many cases, and the water
course 1S then drawn from it’s source
to it’s mouth in another water course,
waterbody or the see.

e Sometimes it is not clear in which
place the water course starts,
therefore a line starts from the place
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Broken lines are used to show underground waters
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Water course types in the Place Names Database
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River / Peka
75%

Undefined
water course
0%

Armofa

river / PykaB } ", Canal / k Ditch / Stream /

peKH Kanan Kanaga Pyueii
1% 2% 12% 10%
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83 canals in the Place Names Database
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HardlaHaaps alu Rapla Paide ,.f’f
Tﬁr' Jt_:gwa ; b
Paltsamaa Maltas-Rézeknes kanals

P@mu . Viljandi  Tafu | Ip: 119577
N: 6290543
E: ba3062
Veids: kanils
Adm: MNaglu pagasts
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;}vs “Zemkopibas ministrijas nekustamie ipatumi”. Melioracijas digitatais kadastrs

= A

http://www.melioracija.lv
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Classifier of Water Management Districts
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http://www.melioracija.lv/
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The river Kamarce 1S
ameliorated (see Nr. 1.
violet ring) and it’s
waters flow into the
canal Kamarces-
Packules kanals. The old
river until the river
Venta bears the name
Veca Kamarce.

Kamarce




2. Main problem situations:
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1) the source of the river is not clearly defined;
2) the mouth of the river is not clearly defined,;
3) aflow of the river has changed location after amelioration.

Latvian Geospatial Information Agency (LGIA) shall assign
the names of natural features.

» Latvian Geospatial Information Agency
(http://www.lgia.gov.lv, e-mail: info@lgia.gov.lv)

provides expert opinions on geospatial identity of geographical
names (the relationship between the geographical name and
the particular geographical feature and its location thereof).

N


http://www.lgia.gov.lv/
mailto:info@lgia.gov.lv

Source of the river Suseja
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Dienvidsuseja
3864:01

mse Cediskiai

https://www.melioracija.lv http://ezerai.vilnius21.1t/suseja-v13617.html

2
1


https://www.melioracija.lv/
http://ezerai.vilnius21.lt/suseja-v13617.html

Where to write the river name
Kalnupite here?

Where to write the river
name Kalnupite here?




River Longa

Longa
43394:01 Muncidki
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Digital Cadastr of Amelioration:
http://www.melioracija.lv



http://www.melioracija.lv/

Berzupite, Barzupeite, Bérze

Digital Cadastr of
Amelioration: Varzeune.

Map browser: Berzupite

&

)Starenieki
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Topographic Map of Latvia, scale 1:75 000: Berze

O Varzgune flows
from the lake
Varzgiines
ezers,

O Beérzupite
(Barzupeite) —
flows into the
lake Varzgiines
ezers.
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A flow of the river has changed location, for
2 Instance the river Sita and the arm of the river
Latvian Geospatial Sltas Vecupe

Information Agency
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______

Old+rivername
New+rivername

If a flow of the river after
amelioration has changed
location, in many cases the old
river is being named by using
the model old+rivername
(Vecpededze), whereas the
new one is named according
to the model new-+rivername
(Jaunpededze).

Pededze
2
Photo: A. Jansons, 2007. s
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« Geographical features
and their names have
changed over time.

e During the span of time
landscape has changed.
Lakes have disappeared
and the flow of rivers
has changed. In some
cases the geographical
feature has disappeared.

Kuja Photo: A. Jansons, 2010.
2

9



The ameliorated river Kuja and the boulder \Welna
Skroderis
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3

Photo: A. Jansons, 2010 ’
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Rudna, Bukupe, Tartaka, Izvalta
INn the Place Names Database of Latvia
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Obijekta |D: Q, Objekts veids: upe

Obj. stavoklis: pastav

Pamatnosaukums: Rudna

Pamatnesaukums parbaudits:| ¥ (05 06 2013)

MNesaukums listoganai karts: |Rudpa
Meosaukums Adresu klasifikatora:
Bukupe
Mosaukumi: Izvalta
‘|[Rudna

Tartaka
letilpst (ietek) objektd: Daugava (ID=638)

Administrativa vai teritoridla piederiba: Skaitliskais raksturojums
Udrifu pagasts, Kraslavas novads, agrik Krislavas rajons VEriTba: 23 km
Avots: Latvijas Gdens saimniecisko iscirkqu kKasifikators. - Latvijas Vides agentira, 2005
“(USIK 2005)
Apraksis:

w



Rudna, Bukupe, Tartaka, Izvalta
In different sources
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[ £vota satsingjums || Avets pilns nosaukums |[=&iums, lappuse vai individudla svota pieraksts || Citdts no avota

Eksped. Ekspediija 1995 Rudna, Bukupe, Tartaka, lzvalia
1785_Dinab MnaH resepansHoro meskesanns Juxadyprekoro yesga 1780-1780 ., M 1:84 000 (2 eepeTsl B AKAME). pe: Capra}m:

LT 75 Latvijas topografiska karte M 1:75 000. Armijas $tba geocd&zijas un topografias dalas 1522 -1940.g. izdevums. nav

M 250 Mantnieks P. Lield Latvijas karte. M 1:250 000 un Alfsbetisks Latvijas vietu vBrdu saraksts. - R.: P. Mantnigks, kartografisks institdts, 1930. Rudr}a

Pag 25 Latvijas pagastu kartes M 1:25 000. - R.: Zemesprojekts. 1990 Rudr;a

Siberts 1:126 000 (3v.) TpexeepcTHas BOEHHAA TonoTpady kapTa Po i M 1:126000. AgT. ©. ©. lLyDept. Pekors. 1867 r., newataHo 1915 1. peka E}'Ka

T10 Toenorpapuyscine KapTol NMatewAckod CCP M 1:10 000, MYTK, cuémka 1950-1952, 197 1-1882 m., waa. 1976-1977 Im. P}'JJ,H?!

iF 25 Tonerpadudeckne kapTa Nateuickod CCP M 1:25 DD0. TYTE, ceémea 19451952, 189711882 rr, wag, 19761983 r. p. P‘,J,D,HH

Brefgo 1943 BreZgo B. Latgolas inventari un generalméreifonas zem'u aproksti, 1665.-1784. — Daugavpils, 1943 103, 112 YWiBanbaa, Caprasa

E Endzelins J. Latvijas vietu vardi. I-1l dala— R.- A. Gulbja apgads, 1922.-1925. 301 #rudne

IP Manteufizl . Inflanty Polskie poprzedzone ogélnym rzutem cka na sisdmiowiskows przesziodé catych Inflant. — Poznan, 1879, 168 sir. 25 Uzwatda

Ld Latvijas daba. Enciklop&dija. 1.-6. 28 — R.: Latviias enciklop&dija, 1994-1997. W18 Rudna, Bukupe, Tartaka

Lpag Latvijas pagasti. Enciklopgdija. 1-2. 28] — R. Apgads Freses nams”, 2001-2002. Il 504 Rudna

Sapunov 1383 CanyHoe A. Peka 3anagxan JewHa. — Burefck, 1393, Byka, VBaneaa, augstecé: Pybex
Spis. 1906 CMCox Hatenerkex MecT Burebokoi rySepHun. MagaHne Butebckoro CTatumudeckoro Komurera w MySeprckoil Twno-NuTorpdui, nod pea. A Canyxosa, ButeGor, 1908, 135 p. Py,ﬂHﬂ

Od-teces Latvijss PSR Gdenstefu nosaukumi. 1.- 4. burtn. Sastaditsjas: R. Avotina, Z. Goba. - R P. Stufkas Latvijas Valsts universitate, 1936. Il 41 Rudna (p.Pyaxs), Rudna, Bukupe
Kovalevska 1987 Kovalevska O. Krislavas rajons. Geografisko nosaukumu vardnica. — R, 1987, 33 Rudna, Bukupe, Tartaka, Izvalta
Meliordcija Meliordcijas digitdlais kadastrs. hitp:/fwww. melioracija.lv skatits 10.04.2015. Rudr]a

0sIk 2010 30.03.2010. MK noteikumi Nr.318 "Noteikumi par Gdens saimniscisko iscirkqu Kiasifikatoru” ("L\", 54 (4246), D6.04.2010.) [stijas speks D7.04.2010] Kods 43732 Rudna no iztekas ITdz ietekai Daugava

w
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Expert knowledge
In the production of
maps has been used
since 1994 when
the Laboratory of
Toponymy was
established  under
the Department of
Cartography.
Today amount of
field  work is
decreased radically.
Communication via
e-mail and phone
has come instead.

4. Utilization of expert knowledge in the

production of maps

A

Laboratory of Toponymy: fiom the left Mara Sterna, Ofilija
Kovalevska, Aija Kresse, Ineta RuSmane, Zane Cekula, Dace
Kavace, Vita Strautniece

Photo: V. Strautniece, 2018



Each toponymist works with place names in a definite area of
3\ Latvia (the whole territory of country — 64 000km? ). Almost all
.k?é!ﬁi‘;iﬁi'y of them have gathered more then 20 years experience in the
work with place names. This experience is invaluable.
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Centrein 2012.
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From 2014 the State
Language Centre has been
working on a voluminous
list of recommendations and
conclusions regarding the
official names proposals
(for more than 4.000
natural features) submitted
by the Latvian Geospatial
Information Agency.

oo The Place Names Sub-commission of the Latvian Language
* Experts Board was re-established at the State Language

https://www.ldllv/zinas/t/30007/
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Registration of
the Official
Names

Decision on
Approving the
Official
Names

Place Names
Database of
Latvia

Standartization of natural feature names

-

Natural Official Names
[> Feature Proposals
Names (Excel table)
Checking, evaluating,
comparization with
differentsources
_ Recommendations
Latvian of the Place Names State
Geospatial Sub-commission Language
Information Center
Agency
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Recommendations of the Place Names Sub-
commission

Pamatnosaukums
. (LGIA . . ST o o R
Objekta L Objekta veids o 3 Pils&ta, pilsétas dala, LGIA atbildigais par LVEK Vietvardu apakskomisijas e . .

D pnek._illlfnms (VDB Veids 3) Pils&ta, novads e vietvardu datiem ieteilums macija Avotos fiks@ta vietgja forma

oficialajam

vietvardam) = =
66408 |Kanieris ezers Engures novads Lapmezciema pagasts Dace Kavace Kanieris [i¢] Kaniéris [bez gada]
66409 | Papes czers czers Rucavas novads Rucavas pagasts Otilija Kovalevska Papes ezers Papes ezers 1972

Vita STrautiece, i —
66419 | lecava upe Ielgava Jelgava Tozen T amcs Tia Tecava [ig] T&cava E I1 157, PLTI 441
_ L Vita Strautniece, Zane _ ~
66428 |Bérze upe Jelgavas novads Livbérzes pagasts {;Pln ‘é“ Bérze [¢] Bérze 1950
66429 |Misa upe Ozolnicku novads Cenu pagasts ta _h’autmecc, Misa
X;mlq(? I an,f)
_ ja Kresse, Dace

68820(Ab Kulds; d: Rumb t M

ava upe uldigas novads umbas pagasts Eavzig?. Mér% Stema  |Abava

_ _ ,_ ja Kresse, Vita
69305 | Dirupe upe Kuldigas novads Viarmes pagasts Strantuicce Diirupe [i] Diirupe 1957, 1962
92065 |Pluéu tirelis purvs Ventspils novads Usmas pagasts Mara Sterna )
Plucu tirelis Plucu firelis [bez gada]
93108 | Skutskalns kalns Auces novads Ukru pagasts Zane Cekula Skutskalns
93125 |Sterku meZs meZs Auces novads Ukru pagasts Zane Cekula Stérku [¢] mes Sterku mes 1958
93196 |Skolas kalns kalns Dobeles novads Naudites pagasts Zane Cekula Skolas [u5] kalns
27|Di i

93527 |Dievkalns kalns Jaunpils novads Viesatu pagasts Dace Kavace Dievkalns [i¢] Digva kalns P11I 509
93556 |Dziru mezs meZs Kandavas novads Matkules pagasts Vita Strautniece Dazirn mess Dziras E IT 115, P1T202
93698 |Kligu mezs mezs Skrundas novads Skrundas pagasts Aija Kresse Kliigu [ii] mess Kliigu mes 1976
94596 |Lanupe upe Durbes novads Durbes pagasts Tatndra Lapsa Linupe [4] Lanupe [bez gada]




Opinions and consultations on place names
are provided by:
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State Language Centre
(http://www.vvc.gov.lv, e-mail: info@vvc.gov.lv)

which provides opinions on conformity of geographical names with the
requirements of the Regulations.

The opinion of the State Language Centre is binding to the
geographical names authorities.

Latvian Language Institute of the University of Latvia
(http://www.lulavi.lv, e-mail: latv@lza.lv)

which provides information on writing, pronunciation, etymology,
history, and rendering of place names.



http://www.vvc.gov.lv/
mailto:info@vvc.gov.lv
http://www.lulavi.lv/
mailto:latv@lza.lv

2.

Conclusions
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1.

Numerous geographical features and their names have changed over
time.

In different sources different data about the river or its name can be
found. Important sources to ascertain which place names are the
oldest ones and to show the location of feature are maps.

If a flow of the river after amelioration has changed location, In
many cases the old river is being named by using the model
old+rivername (Veca Ica, Vecpededze, Sitas vecupe), whereas the
new one gets the prefix new+rivername (Jaunpededze).

The State Language Center is the supervisor of geographical names
standardization who gives conclusions binding for authorities
approving official names. The Place Names Sub-commision
(linguists, geographers, cartographer) evaluates official names
proposals and gives recommendations.
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Map browser: http://kartes.lgia.gov.Iv/

Place Names Database of Latvia:
http://vietvardi.lgia.gov.Iv/

zane.cekula@lgia.gov.Ilv


http://kartes.lgia.gov.lv/
http://kartes.lgia.gov.lv/
http://vietvardi.lgia.gov.lv/

